The Significance of 1967 in the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict
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Objective: To understand the causes and consequences of the1967 Six-Day War between the Arab nations and Israel. 

Focus Questions: 

1) Who started the war?

2) What were the objectives of each side?

3) Who controlled the West Bank
 prior to 1967; who controlled it after the war?

4) What were the long-term effects of the change in control? 

The Six Day War
The war began on the morning of June 5, 1967. The Israeli Air Force attacked and destroyed the Egyptian Air Force. The Egyptians were completely taken by surprise and their planes were destroyed on the ground before they could take off. The Jordanians and the Syrians joined the war on the side of Egypt on June 5th without knowing that their ally’s air force had been wiped out. The Israeli Air Force turned on Jordan and Syria and destroyed their planes. Before the end of the first day of fighting a total of 400 Arab planes had been destroyed while the Israelis had lost only 19 planes. The air attack was a devastating blow for Nasser
 and his allies. It gave Israel an overwhelming advantage of the Arab armies. Having gained complete air superiority, the Israeli ground forces rapidly conquered the whole of the Egyptian Sinai peninsula. The Israeli army battled with Jordanian forces around Jerusalem. On June 7th Israel took control of the east Jerusalem, which included the old city. For the first time in 2,000 years, all of Jerusalem was now under Jewish control. The whole of the West Bank, with its large Palestinian population, and previously controlled by Egypt and Jordan, soon fell to the Israeli forces. 

Who started the war; and what were the major outcomes of the war? 
The Israelis then turned their attention to the northern border. On June 9th, the Israelis attacked Syrian positions on the Golan Heights. The fighting on the Heights was fierce but the Israelis were again victorious. On June 10th, the Israelis agreed to a cease-fire and the Six-Day War ended. The exact number of Arab casualties is not known but it was much higher than the total of approximately 777 Israeli losses. 

The war was a tremendous triumph for Israel. Before the war many Israelis had become frightened and pessimistic about the future. They were relieved and delighted by the success of their armed forces. The conquest for east Jerusalem was a source of great joy for most Jewish people. It contained the Western Wall, which was revered by Jews as the remains of the ancient Jewish Temple. 

In 1979 Yitzhak Rabin looked back to the conquest of east Jerusalem as the proudest moment of his life.


“For years I secretly harbored the dream that I might play a part in restoring the Western Wall to 
the Jewish people. I knew that never again would I experience the same peak of elation.” 
In September 1967 an organization called ‘The Land of Israel Movement’ expressed the views of many hard-line Israelis.


“The whole of Eretz [the land of Israel] is now in the hands of the Jewish people. Our present borders


guarantee security and peace and open up unprecedented vistas of national material and spiritual 


consolidation.” 

How did the Israelis feel after the war; why was the 1967 war victory important to them? 

Resolution 242

After the 1967 war, many countries demanded that Israel should withdraw from the land occupied during the war. However, in contrast with the situation in 1956 (withdraw from Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula), the American government did not press for a rapid withdraw. The United Nations Security Council met in November 1967 and agreed to a new policy on the conflict. This was known as Resolution 242, and it stated two key principles:


1. Israel should withdraw from the conquered territories; and 


2. that all states should renounce war and recognize the right of all countries in the region to live in


    peace. 
How does United Nations resolution 242 contradict Israeli policy on the West Bank? 

The Arab Reaction

After the Six Day War the Arab states were publicly defiant. Arab leaders rejected the idea of peace or negotiations with Israel. Despite this, the Arab governments were convinced that they could not defeat the Israelis through military force. As a result of the Israeli victories, a further million Palestinians had come under Israeli rule. In addition, about 350,000 became refugees mostly in Jordan. The defeat of 1967 led to a great change in the thinking of the Palestinian people. They decided that the Arab governments would not defeat Israel. They began to depend less on governments and began to develop their own organizations. This disillusionment led to a great rise in the influence and prestige of Fatah, the Palestinian organization run by Yasser Arafat. 
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Palestinian refugees 
How did the defeat of the 1967 war change Palestinian perspectives and lead to the development of liberation organizations? 
Israel and the Occupied Territories

The 1967 war created a great dilemma for the government of Israel- what should they do with the huge areas of territory they had taken in the Gaza Strip and West Bank? Almost all Israelis agreed that since Jerusalem had been reunited under Israeli control, it should never be divided again. Israelis did not all agree about what to do with the other conquered territories. Some wanted to return the lands to Arab control in return for the solemn promises of peace; others wanted to hold on to the conquered territories forever. A month after the end of fighting, on July 15th, a Jewish settlement was established on the Golan Heights. It was the first of many settlements set up on land taken during the war. According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, settlers living on West Bank land and in enclaves in and around Arab East Jerusalem numbered some 483,453 at the end of last year (2008). This is a 3.7 percent increase from the 466,005 counted in 2007. Settlements continue to be built in both the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

What were the long-term effects of the 1967 war? 

Source: McAleavy, Tony, The Arab-Israeli Conflict.  Cambridge University Press,(1988). 
� West Bank: Most commonly used term for the territory 


Judea and Samaria: Israel’s terminology for the West Bank


Occupied West Bank: Palestinian and Arab terminology for the territory





� Nasser was the Egyptian President known for his attempts at creating Pan-Arabism – the desire to see all Arab countries unite as one. 


� Haaretz News: http://www.haaretz.com/news/palestinians-number-of-west-bank-settlers-jumped-nearly-4-in-2007-1.251039





